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Welcome!

I am delighted to welcome you today to the National Memorial Arboretum 
for what promises to be a most memorable and significant Armed Forces 
Day.

It is a huge honour and privilege to see so many service personnel, veterans, 
their dependants and many other friends at the Arboretum.  The lighting 
and parade of the Olympic Torch by Corporal Johnson Beharry VC provides 
a moment of national importance, linking Britain to the wider world in this 
Olympic year, and today we salute and remember those of our Armed 
Forces who have given so much to ensure peace and stability for us all.

Charles Bagot Jewitt
CEO, National Memorial Arboretum

What is Armed Forces Day?

Armed Forces Day, now in its fourth year, is the annual opportunity for the 
nation to show its support for the men and women of the Armed Forces 
community, which includes serving personnel and their families, veterans 
and the Cadet Forces. 

The day aims to raise awareness of and support for the Armed Forces 
community and highlight the outstanding contribution they make to this 
country in their service throughout the world. 

Visitor information

Torch Relay route activities…
Please note that the Olympic Torch Relay convoy travels in two parts, there 
may be a gap of several minutes between sections, so please be patient. 
The convoy features several vehicles from LOCOG and their Presenting 
Partners - Coca-Cola, Lloyds TSB and Samsung.  These vehicles will be giving 
away souvenirs to the arriving visitors on the main Arboretum car park.

Toilets are situated…
• in the main Visitor Centre
• to the rear of the main Visitor Centre
• Millennium Avenue – beside the ATS Memorial
• Millennium Avenue – beside the shelter
• Woodland Shelter – close to the Shot at Dawn Memorial
• Far East Prisoner of War Memorial Building
• Overflow Car Park

Refreshments are available at…
• the Arbour Restaurant – within the Visitor Centre
• the Pavilion Tea Room – Pavilion Marquee
• St Dunstans Coffee Shop
• Refreshments kiosk – Overflow Car Park

In an emergency…
Visitors are asked to make their way to the designated evacuation point 
beside the stage on the Royal Naval Review.

First aid…
Many of the Arboretum staff are trained in first aid, but additional event 
support today is provided by St. John Ambulance.

If you or a member of your party requires any assistance, please ask a 
member of the Arboretum team.



























 



 



 





 





 



 




 





 



 



 





 








 












 




 








 





 









 






 






 





 



 




 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB – programme accurate at time of going to print. 

Olympics past and present

The Arboretum has its very own Olympian from the past…

Group Captain Donald “Don” Osborne Finlay, DFC, AFC (1909 - 1970) was 
a British athlete, former RAF Halton Apprentice, Royal Air Force Officer and 
Battle of Britain Fighter Pilot. He was born in Christchurch, Hampshire and 
died in Great Missenden.

He ran for Great Britain in three Olympics both pre- and post-World War II.  
He first competed in the 1932 Summer Olympics held in Los Angeles, United 
States in the 110 metre hurdles where he won the bronze medal.  He was 
also a member of the British relay team which finished sixth in the 4×100 
metre relay event. Four years later he returned to the 1936 summer Olympics 
held in Berlin, Germany where he improved to win the silver medal in the 110 
metre hurdles contest.  With the British relay team he was eliminated in the 
first round of the 4×100 metre relay competition.

He was the British Team Captain in the 1948 Summer Olympics in London 
and was chosen to take the Olympic Oath, though he failed to win any 
medals in these Games when he was eliminated in the first round of the 110 
metre hurdles event. 

At the 1934 Empire Games he won the gold medal in the 120 yards hurdles 
competition.  He also participated in the 1950 British Empire Games and 
finished fifth in the 120 yards hurdles contest.

Don is remembered in the RAF Halton Apprentice Grove on Giffard Avenue 
both on the interpretation board and on a memorial stone bearing the 
Olympic rings logo.

And for the present…

We are thrilled and honoured that the Arboretum has been selected 
as a venue for the Torch – one of a limited number in the County – as it 
makes its way southwards in time for the opening ceremony in July.  It is 
particularly significant as Saturday 30 June is Armed Forces Day when we, 
and the nation, show support for the men and women of the Armed Forces 
community that is, serving personnel, veterans and the Cadet Forces.

To learn more, go to www.london2012.com/torch-relay.

Although this concludes our planned programme of 
entertainment on a once in a life time day, there is still plenty to 
see and do at the Arboretum.

Why not take a trip on the Land Train to explore some of the 
many memorials along the way and learn about their history and 
significance? Or browse the gift shop and St. Dunstan’s market 
square?



The Band of the Irish Guards

The Band is one of five bands in the Foot Guards Regiments within the 
Household Division.  The Band’s main role is to assist the regiments guarding 
the Monarch by providing musical support for ceremonial duties. 

The Irish Guards was formed on 1 April 1900 to commemorate the bravery 
of the many Irish regiments which fought in the South African campaigns.  
The Regimental Band made its first public appearance in 1901. On the 23 
January 1923, the Band made what is believed to be the very first broadcast 
by a military band. The programme was broadcast live on the 2LO station 
from a studio in Marconi House in The Strand, London.  In 1948, the Band 
supported the Guards battalion involved in the conflict in Palestine.

Tragically, the Band suffered a fatality; Lance Corporal Ted Jones was shot 
and killed. He is buried in Sarafand Military Cemetery.

Over the years the Band has toured extensively, including a visit to Japan in 
1972, where it was accorded the honour of being the first foreign band ever 
to play in the Imperial Palace in the presence of the Empress and the two 
Crown Princesses.

The Band has made numerous appearances on television and in films, 
including ‘The Ipcress File’, and ‘Oh! What a Lovely War’, as well as being 
engaged to whistle Colonel Bogey for the soundtrack of ‘The Bridge on the 
River Kwai’.

A number of former Band members have continued their careers with 
national orchestras, including the Hallé, the BBC Symphony and the Royal 
Opera House, Covent Garden. Two former Directors of Music, Major George 
Willcocks and Lieutenant Colonel ‘Jiggs’ Jaeger also conducted the Black 
Dyke Mills Band at the National Brass Band Championships.

Cannock Highland Pipe Band

The Band was formed in 1977 by George Aldus who guided the Band for 
31 years.  During this time he taught the present leader, Pipe Major Brian 
Cheshire, since joining in 1996. The Band comprises enthusiasts from the 
Cannock and Hednesford area who enjoy both playing and performing, 
and under Brian’s leadership continue to evolve.  From time to time, they 
visit the Arboretum to play for the enjoyment of our visitors.

To learn more, go to www.thecannockhighlandpipeband.co.uk.

Jump4Heroes

Jump4Heroes are The Royal British Legion Extreme Human Flight Team.  As 
serving and former members of the Army they support charities that help the 
Armed Forces. Their aim is to do this by taking calculated risks and carrying 
out extreme projects, normally related to parachuting, canopy flight or BASE 
jumping.  

They have featured in the National Press, wingsuit proximity BASE jumping, 
flying the St George’s Flag in freefall, having BASE jumped from the Eiger 
and being apprehended by armed police who confused them for UFOs, 
amongst other things.  They were part of the World Record BASE jumping 
attempt from the KL Tower in Malaysia and hold a countless supply of 
National level medals. 

Award-winning Alastair Macartney is a Major in the Royal Logistic Corps. He 
has represented Great Britain at 11 World Championships/Cups in a variety 
of disciplines including Canopy Formations, Style, Accuracy, Formation 
Skydiving (FS) and Canopy Piloting. Alastair is currently the National 
Champion, having almost 500 BASE jumps and 7,000 skydives under his belt.

NB – a display with Poppy drop is planned during the Olympic Torch 
programme and a further aerial display during the morning.  Both activities 
are dependant on weather and operational conditions.

To learn more, go to www.jump4heroes.com.



Ride To The Wall (RTTW)

In 2007, Martin Dickinson, the then Director of Nene Valley Harley Owners’ 
Group (HOG), rode to the Arboretum with a couple of other Harley owners, 
to attend an Armistice Day service at the Armed Forces Memorial.

During this visit, Martin decided to do something to enable all HOG 
members throughout the country, to experience what he felt and at the 
same time raise funds for the upkeep of this unique site.  The walls of the 
Memorial inspired him to organise an event along similar lines to Rolling 
Thunder, where motorcyclists from all over the United States of America join 
an annual organised ride to the Vietnam Memorial in Washington DC.

Martin outlined his idea at the HOG Directors meeting and his own HOG 
group, resulting in both pledging their support.  Participants would pay a 
fee and in return receive a commemorative pin and year bar. The money 
raised, once all costs had been covered, would be donated to The 
Arboretum.

After lots of planning, on Saturday 11 October 2008, the first Ride To The Wall 
took place.  Hundreds of bikes, not only Harleys, and over 1,100 participants 
met at Tamworth Service Station and together rode the 17 miles to the 
Arboretum resulting in a donation of £10,300.  Year on year this event has 
grown, along with monies raised, to reach a staggering annual donation to 
the Arboretum in excess of £50,000.

This year’s event, the fifth, will take place on Saturday 6 October.

To learn more, go to www.rttw.org.

‘Make Do and Mend’ - photographic exhibition

Alison Baskerville is a photojournalist from Warwickshire.  She studied at 
Westminster University and has a MA in photojournalism.  Her career started 
in the RAF where she served for 12 years seeing active service in Northern 
Ireland and Iraq. It was whilst she was in Iraq that inspired her to capture her 
surroundings on an old Nikon F1 and gave her the motivation and desire to 
change career and become a photojournalist.  

The most difficult decision she made was leaving the security and stability 
of the RAF and venturing into unknown.  Alison will always say that 
remaining diverse and passionate about what you believe in are the 
ingredients to survival. She has built her portfolio up in a number of varied 
ways; documentary projects with charity organisations exposed her to the 
rewarding challenges faced by those dedicated volunteers who give their 
time to others and then to the opposite side of the spectrum in providing 
stock imagery for news picture desks and undertaking commercial based 
commissions.  

Alison deployed to Afghanistan in March 2011, returning from Herrick 14 in 
late September 2011.  She was responsible for covering all aspects of MOD 
tasking but more importantly was given a level of autonomy to seek stories 
within stories whilst in the remotest of locations or in the bustling streets and 
markets of Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul, or regional cities.  

To learn more, go to www.alisonbaskerville.co.uk.



Touch of Life

Touch of Life is a multi-cultural dance crew that offers street and break 
dance classes and workshops for young people between the ages of 5 and 
25, which has successfully operated in the urban areas of East Staffordshire 
for seven years.  Touch of Life is a voluntary group totally dependent on a 
core group of volunteers and goodwill of the public to provide an extremely 
popular activity.

Through the course of a week between 100 and 150 young people 
attend classes and boasts several successes with young people who have 
experienced social exclusion. 
 
There are many benefits to the activities Touch of Life provide, such 
as regular exercise, being part of a team, learning new skills, cultural 
integration, integration between young people with different needs and 
abilities, interaction with young people from different schools, team working 
between various age ranges.

To learn more, visit www.touchoflife.co.uk.

Provincial Book Fairs Association (PBFA) Military Book Fair

The PBFA was founded in 1974, with just 20 members, in order to provide 
provincial book dealers with a shop window in London by holding a regular 
book fair.  Nearly 40 years later they have over 500 members and regularly 
organise more than 80 book fairs a year.

This is an opportunity to meet and buy from specialist booksellers including 
military, aviation and naval titles and associated ephemera.

To learn more, go to www.pbfa.org.



 
Details to be confirmed.  Check our website nearer the date.
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Check our website for selected dates, details and booking information. 
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2pm to 4pm.  Parents of interested new members should initially contact 
to check on availability.  £1.00 per session. 










9am to 5pm.  Long Gallery.  Free, donations appreciated 







 












 
Stalls open 10am to 4pm.  Free, donations appreciated.  See 
www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk. 






 

2pm.  £10.00 to include cream tea.  Advance booking required. 




 
2pm for service.  Programme of activities. See www.rttw.org. 







Friends Photographic competition and exhibition

Have you taken some special photographs at the Arboretum or would like to share a 
unique image you have taken in the past - if so, why not enter your pictures into the 
Friends’ 2012 Photographic Competition?

The themes for this year’s competition are:

1. ‘Remembering’ – Images of the National Memorial Arboretum or other locations   
     that evoke the theme.

2. ‘Nature provides the best monument’  - Images of the natural world of the      
    Arboretum.

3. Audio – Visual Presentation – A presentation, lasting no longer than five minutes,     
   covering either theme.

Categories:
1. Young people up to the age 17
2. Adults 18 and over

First and second prizes will be awarded in each class, plus special prizes for the best 
under 10 entry in theme categories 1 and 2, and for the best audio visual entry.

An exhibition of all prizes winners and other highly commended photographs will be 
on display at the Arboretum from Monday 22 October until Sunday 25 November 
2012.

Young people go free! We really want to hear from young photographers so there 
will be no entry fee for children and young people up to age 17.

For a full list of fantastic prizes and to download the entry form and rules please visit 
our website www.thenma.org.uk

Best of luck!

National Memorial Arboretum Friends

We hope you have had a memorable experience at the National Memorial 
Arboretum today.

If you would like to know more about how to support our vital work, please 
visit our website www.thenma.org.uk or ask at Reception.

Join us!  Why not become an NMA Friend?  Benefits include electronic 
newsletter, highly regarded quarterly magazine as well as special invitations 
to events and activities.  A corporate Friends package is also available, 
tailored to your individual organisation.  Your membership gift will help us to 
flourish and grow for generations to come.

To learn more, please pick up a membership form at Reception or email 
friends@thenma.org.uk.


